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Description of panel
It is widely acknowledged that there is considerable diversity in the process of doing a PhD,
especially in Europe where there are many different national models (Avgerou et al. 1996) for PhD
programmes.  The aim of this panel is to explore the diversity of PhD experiences in Europe, from
the perspective of the PhD students themselves.  The panel will therefore consist of presentations
from a number of current or recently completed PhD students who will reflect on a series of
questions designed to highlight the differences and commonalities in their experiences.

Format of the presentation
The panel will discuss a series of questions relating to the PhD experience including:

• What kind of timescales are involved in completing the PhD?

• Are PhD students expected to teach whilst completing their PhD?

• Are they expected to publish during their PhD?

• Do they choose their own topic or is it allocated to them by their supervisor?

• What is the course workload?

• What career opportunities does having a PhD open up?

• What is the format of the PhD examination?

Each presenter will focus on a question that is particularly pertinent to their own experience of doing
a PhD with the other panellists then offering their contrasting experiences.  There will also be an
opportunity for further contributions from the audience and further questions to the panellists.

Deliverables
The panel audience can expect to take away two things from this panel: first an appreciation of the
various different ways in which PhD programmes are organised in Europe.  In addition to providing
basic information about different national practices, it will also provide an opportunity for the sharing
of best practice ideas across institutions and countries.  Secondly, the audience will have an
increased appreciation of just how diverse practices are.
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